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EYFS vocabulary progression
Generalised
	Familiar Vocabulary
	Developing Vocabulary
	Ambitious Vocabulary

	big
	huge
	enormous

	small
	tiny
	miniature

	happy
	pleased
	delighted

	sad
	upset
	disappointed

	scared
	frightened
	terrified

	brave
	courageous
	heroic

	kind
	caring
	considerate

	look
	search
	investigate

	find
	discover
	identify

	make
	create
	construct

	change
	develop
	transform

	grow
	develop
	germinate

	home
	habitat
	environment

	animal home
	habitat
	ecosystem

	food
	diet
	nutrition

	help
	support
	cooperate

	go
	travel
	journey

	old
	ancient
	prehistoric

	cold
	freezing
	polar

	hot
	warm
	tropical

	scary
	frightening
	terrifying

	strong
	powerful
	sturdy

	fight
	battle
	defend

	castle
	fortress
	medieval stronghold














EYFS vocabulary progression
Termly themes
	Term
	Theme
	Core Vocabulary
	Developing Vocabulary
	Ambitious Vocabulary

	1
	Feelings
	happy, sad, cross, worried, scared, excited, tired, calm, kind, friendly
	angry, nervous, upset, frustrated, proud, surprised, lonely, helpful, caring, patient
	anxious, disappointed, delighted, confident, embarrassed, relieved, considerate, thoughtful, cooperative

	1
	Autumn
	autumn, leaf, tree, acorn, conker, pine cone, rain, wind, cold, puddle
	season, fallen, crunchy, damp, chilly, windy, cloudy, changing, colour, nature
	seasonal, observe, investigate, decay, environment, transform, texture

	1
	Harvest
	harvest, farmer, farm, field, apple, pumpkin, potato, carrot, corn, wheat
	crop, grain, vegetable, fruit, tractor, gather, collect, grow
	agriculture, produce, cultivate, abundance, crops, harvest festival

	2
	Diwali
	Diwali, light, lamp, candle, diya, family, celebration, colour, rangoli, fireworks
	festival, Hindu, Sikh, decorate, pattern, prayer, traditional
	culture, tradition, religious, symbolism, community

	2
	Winter
	winter, cold, ice, snow, frost, coat, hat, scarf, gloves, snowman
	freezing, chilly, slippery, icy, frosty, temperature, melt, freeze
	frozen, thaw, weather conditions, seasonal change

	2
	Christmas & Nativity
	Christmas, Jesus, Mary, Joseph, baby, star, angel, shepherd, sheep, stable, manger, king, gift
	Bethlehem, nativity, donkey, wise men, journey, camel
	announcement, precious, worship, tradition, celebration

	2
	Hanukkah
	Hanukkah, Jewish, family, candle, light, menorah, gift, celebration, dreidel
	festival, tradition, eight, decorate, celebrate, special
	culture, religion, tradition, community, celebration

	3
	People Who Help Us
	police, firefighter, doctor, nurse, teacher, dentist, builder, farmer, ambulance, hospital
	paramedic, police officer, emergency, uniform, equipment, community, workplace
	responsibility, protect, rescue, community, service, occupation

	3
	Road Safety
	road, car, bus, bike, pavement, crossing, traffic, stop, go, red, green
	pedestrian, traffic lights, zebra crossing, road sign, helmet, seatbelt, safe, danger, junction
	road safety, visibility, responsible, awareness, hazard, crossing safely

	3
	Chinese New Year
	Chinese New Year, China, red, dragon, lantern, family, celebration, lucky, food, fireworks
	festival, tradition, zodiac, Chinese, parade, dance, decorate, fortune
	culture, tradition, symbolism, zodiac, community

	4
	Seasons
	spring, summer, autumn, winter, season, weather, change, warm, cold
	seasonal, temperature, grow, change, blossom, sunshine, rainfall
	cycle, seasonal change, environment, conditions, develop, transform

	4
	Seeds & Growing
	seed, soil, water, sun, plant, root, stem, leaf, flower
	grow, sprout, shoot, roots, sunlight, nutrients, garden
	germinate, develop, absorb, nutrients, growth, conditions

	4
	Vegetables
	carrot, potato, onion, pea, bean, lettuce, tomato, cucumber, cabbage, broccoli
	vegetable, root, seed, edible, harvest, grow, peel, chop
	nutritious, produce, cultivate, harvest, underground, above ground

	4
	Sunflower Life Cycle
	seed, soil, root, stem, leaf, flower
	germinate, sprout, shoot, bud, pollen, seed head
	mature, develop, life cycle, growth, transform

	4
	Easter
	Easter, egg, chick, rabbit, spring, flower, lamb, chocolate
	Easter Sunday, celebration, church, cross, religious, new life
	resurrection, tradition, religious celebration, new life

	5
	Animal Habitats
	animal, home, habitat, farm, jungle, ocean, pond, forest, desert, Arctic
	environment, shelter, food, water, woodland, rainforest, grassland
	ecosystem, environment, survival, adapt, predator, prey, camouflage

	5
	Frog Life Cycle
	frog, frogspawn, egg, tadpole, tail, legs, froglet, adult
	hatch, grow, develop, change, life cycle
	transform, metamorphosis, lifecycle, develop

	5
	Butterfly Life Cycle
	butterfly, egg, caterpillar, chrysalis, butterfly, life cycle
	larva, pupa, hatch, grow, change, emerge
	transform, metamorphosis, develop, life cycle

	5
	Farm Animals
	cow, pig, sheep, horse, chicken, duck, goat, farmer, tractor, barn
	calf, lamb, foal, piglet, chick, duckling, stable, field, farmyard
	livestock, offspring, shelter, pasture, agriculture

	5
	Maps
	map, road, house, school, park, river, town, journey
	route, direction, location, symbol, key, landmark, destination
	navigate, coordinates, landscape, geographical, route

	5
	Oceans
	ocean, sea, beach, wave, fish, whale, shark, boat, shell
	underwater, coral, reef, tide, coast, seaweed, ocean floor
	marine, habitat, current, ecosystem, pollution

	5
	Jungles & Rainforests
	jungle, rainforest, tree, parrot, monkey, snake, tiger, frog
	canopy, vines, tropical, humid, habitat
	biodiversity, ecosystem, tropical, endangered, camouflage

	5
	Antarctica
	Antarctica, ice, snow, penguin, seal, cold, iceberg
	freezing, polar, glacier, ocean, blizzard, habitat
	climate, environment, adaptation, survival, polar region

	5
	Dinosaurs
	dinosaur, T-Rex, Triceratops, Stegosaurus, fossil, egg, bones
	extinct, herbivore, carnivore, skeleton, prehistoric
	extinction, palaeontologist, prehistoric, species

	6
	The Three Little Pigs
	pig, wolf, house, straw, sticks, bricks, chimney, door, roof
	build, strong, weak, huff, puff, blow, chase, escape
	sturdy, fragile, construct, materials, shelter, determination

	6
	Cinderella
	Cinderella, prince, princess, fairy, castle, ball, dress, slipper, pumpkin, carriage
	stepmother, stepsister, magical, invitation, midnight, transform, search
	transformation, elegant, enchanted, magnificent, mysterious

	6
	George & the Dragon
	George, dragon, knight, princess, king, castle, sword, shield, horse
	brave, fierce, rescue, protect, defend, fight, roar, fire
	courageous, heroic, powerful, defeat, valiant, determination

	6
	Robin Hood
	Robin Hood, forest, bow, arrow, king, castle, treasure, horse
	archer, target, Sherwood Forest, disguise, outlaw, generous, poor, rich
	legendary, skilled, justice, generosity, archery

	6
	Castles
	castle, king, queen, prince, princess, knight, crown, tower, wall, gate
	moat, drawbridge, turret, battlement, dungeon, courtyard, throne, armour, shield
	medieval, kingdom, fortress, defend, protect, invasion, architecture, royal
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